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Central United Methodist Church– service at 10:00 a.m.  
January 21, 2024 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Preaching: Ann Burnham,   Certified Lay Minister 

Liturgist:  Paul Battistini   Musician: Kyle Akin 

Streaming Coordinator: Rick Velez 

We are a family of faith that invites everyone to share our walk with Christ 
Centering Music:                                   Kyle Aiken    

 

Ringing of the Bell:                                                                              

 

Welcome:                     Paul Battistini 

 

Greeting and a Word of Grace:          Ann Burnham 

 

Opening Prayer: (based on John 15: 9-17)                       All 

 

We are a chosen people, 

A family people, 

Chosen for love and to share love, 

Chosen for joy and to spread joy, 

Chosen for friendship and for befriending, 

Chosen for blessing and to bless, 

Chosen for fruitfulness, 

Chosen for harvest. 

We are a chosen people, 

A family people, 

Your family, 

Our family. Amen 

 

Hymn:           “Give Me a Clean Heart”         #2133 FWS 

Give Me A Clean Heart So I May Serve Thee Lord,  
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Fix My Heart, So That I May Be Used, Used By Thee. 

For I’m Not Worthy Of All This Blessings 

But Give Me A Clean HeartAnd I’ll Follow Thee. 

 
Bible Reading:        Jonah 3: 1-5, 10    Paul Battistini 
 
Conversion of Nineveh 

3 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great 
and small, put on sackcloth. 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 

(Please stand for the Gospel if you are able) 

Gospel Reading:       Mark 1: 14-20    Paul Battistini 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the good news[a] of[b] God 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;[c] repent, and believe in the good 
news.”[d] 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea, for they were fishers. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately 
he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

This is the Word of God for the people of God 

ALL:  Thanks be to God 

 
Youth Ministry Message:        “Listen to Me!”                            Ann Burnham  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14-20&version=NRSVUE&interface=print#fen-NRSVUE-24227a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14-20&version=NRSVUE&interface=print#fen-NRSVUE-24227b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14-20&version=NRSVUE&interface=print#fen-NRSVUE-24228c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14-20&version=NRSVUE&interface=print#fen-NRSVUE-24228d
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Sermon:        “You Heard, Now What?”            Ann Burnham 
 
Hymn:    “Here I Am, Lord”               #593 UMH 
 
[Verse 1] 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
[Chorus 1] 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

[Verse 2] 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them, 
Whom shall I send? 

[Chorus 2] 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

[Verse 3] 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
[Chorus 3] 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

Holy Communion Invitation: 

Leader:  Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him and seek to grow into his likeness. 
Let us draw near with faith, make our humble confession, and prepare to receive this Holy Sacrament.  

Confession and Pardon (All):   

We do not presume to come to this your table, 

merciful Lord, trusting in our own goodness, but in 

your unfailing mercies. We are not worthy that 

you should receive us, but give your word and we 

shall be healed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Leader:  Hear the good news:  

Christ died for us while we were yet 

sinners; that is proof of God's love 

toward us.  
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In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

 

SHARING THE PEACE   

 

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP  

 

Trusting in the presence and blessing of the Holy Spirit upon each of us, we hear anew the sacred 

story in the letter Paul wrote to the people of ancient Corinth:  

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 

betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 

which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.  (I Corinthians 11.23-26, NIV)  

  

THE LORD'S PRAYER (All) 

Longing for Christ’s coming, let us pray in the words that he taught, saying:  

Our Father…  

 

 BREAKING THE BREAD  
Leader:  Because there is one loaf, 
We, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. The bread which we break is a 
sharing in the body of Christ. 
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.  
 
PRAYER (after receiving Communion)  Prayer (All) 
 

Most bountiful God, we give you thanks for the world you have created,  

for the gift of life, and for giving yourself to us in Jesus 

Christ, whose holy life, suffering and death, and 

glorious resurrection have delivered us from slavery to 

sin and death. We thank you that in the power of your 

Holy Spirit, you have fed us in this Sacrament, united 

us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of your 

heavenly banquet.  

We are your children, and yours is the glory, now and forever; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
God Moments:  (Joys & Concerns)                   Paul Battistini 
 
Pastoral Prayer:                        Ann Burnham 
 
Sharing Our Gifts:               (Unison Prayer) 
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Doxology:              # 95 UMH 
 
Unison Prayer:  Generous God, we ask you to bless the gifts we give this morning. We ask that you 

help grow the trust in us so that we might follow without looking back and we might leave behind 

more of our old lives to experience more deeply new life in you. Help us to leave our nets on the shore 

and leave those things that seemed essential before we heard the call, so that we might travel the road 

you have put before us. In the name of Christ who goes before us and beside us, we pray. Amen  

 
Special Music:                                Kyle Akin 
 
Announcements:                   Paul Battistini 
 
Closing Hymn:     “The Summons”              #2130 FWS 
 
                          Will you come and follow me if I but call your name.   
                          Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
                          Will you let my love be shown? 
                          Will you let my name be known? 
                          Will you let my life be grown in you, and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 
Will you let the blinded man see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen? 
And admit to what I mean in you, and you in me? 

 
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell that fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go, where your love and footsteps show, 
thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
Blessing:                             Ann Burnham 
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Birthday Wishes 
January 4- Linda Merritt      February 8- Steve Gould                                          

January 11- Marilyn Evans        February 16- Stu Peak                                      

January 19- Elaine Greenlaw    February 26- MJ Strickland 

       February 27- Aurelia Brummett 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

January 21st- Worship with our friends at Oak Point 

January 25th- Leadership Meeting on ZOOM at 7pm 

January 28th- UMW meeting after worship 

*We are collecting for Savers again- books, soft goods, household items.  See Jody for help 

or questions. (508-947-8285) 
 

LAY SERVANT SCHEDULE  
 

Date              Preaching          Liturgist         Greeter      Usher Counter               
1/21/24            Ann Burnham              Paul B             Bill G                Bill G            Paul B 
1/28/24            Dave Dextraze             MJ S                Charlie F         Susan R        MJ S 
2/04/24            Paul Battistini              Linda M          Donna T          MJ S               Bob R 
2/11/24            Susan Scott                  Susan R          Nancy E          Linda M        Susan R 

    

Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Please join us again next Sunday. 

Come as a stranger,  leave as a friend. 

Ministry Team 
 

Rev. Neil (Sandy) Sweet, Coordinating Pastor, Elder sandypadre@aol.com  

Ann Burnham, Certified Lay Minister Tedann84@verizon.net  

Dave Dextraze, Certified Lay Minister Ddextraze1@comcast.net  

Susan Scott, Certified Lay Speaker susiscott@aol.com  

Paul Battistini, Certified Lay Minister, Team Leader & Emergency Pastoral Care: 

                                      cell: (774) 766-2390  paul_batt@hotmail.com  

 

OFFICE: 

14 School Street, Middleboro, Ma 02346 

 Email: middleboromethodists@verizon.net  

Website: middleboroumc.com Church 

FB page: www.facebook.com/MiddleboroMethodists 
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